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From the Editor 
 
Greetings, Newsletter readers! 
 
Below, you will find plans for the 2022 AILACT @ APA sessions, and a (last) call for papers for 
the 2021 AILACT Essay Prize. Note that the deadline for the Essay Prize is September 1st, so 
polish up those papers and send them in! 
 
A couple of new things that have crossed my desk lately: 
 
There’s a new article in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Argument and Argumentation, 
by Catarina Dutilh Novaes. It joins a growing list of SEP articles relevant to informal logic and 
critical thinking, including Informal Logic, Feminist Perspectives on Argumentation, Fallacies, 
and Critical Thinking.  
 
And there’s a new interactive text on argument analysis, How We Argue, published by 
ThinkerAnalytix. Although I haven’t tried the text myself, its interactive aspect looks helpful for 
students who struggle with things like identifying missing premises, and mapping or diagramming 
the structure of arguments.  
 
As always, there is a Membership Form at the end of this document. Dues, which continue to be 
$10.00, may be paid by check or credit card or PayPal; the form should be completed and sent 
(with a check if payment is by check) to our treasurer, Don Hatcher. Please note that new members 
are now required to register on AILACT’s online Member Area.  
 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/argument/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/logic-informal/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-argumentation/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/fallacies/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/critical-thinking/
https://course.thinkeranalytix.org/class/how-we-argue/
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If you have any news, events, or calls for papers that would be of interest to the AILACT 
readership, please send me details by December 1st for potential inclusion in the next Newsletter. 
 
Best, 
Pat Bondy 
patrick.bondy@wichita.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
AILACT @ APA 
 
 
Eastern Division 
 
2022 AILACT Eastern APA meeting in Montreal: Social justice and argumentation 
 
What does argumentation have to do with social justice? In answering this question, there are (at 
least) two basic matters that can be addressed. The first concerns how argumentation can be used 
to discuss and evaluate problems of social justice. That, in turn, divides into two areas of concern:  
(a) which specific problems of social justice can be addressed by the methods of argumentation? 
Here specific problems of social justice need to be described and how problems each raises can be 
evaluated by methods of argumentation. (b) Can argumentation help to define and clarify problems 
of social justice? 
 
The second matter concerns the nature of argumentation and its effects and their relation to social 
justice. What features of argumentation either impede or promote socially just environments? Are 
they intrinsic to argumentation? If they impede social justice, what are the alternatives? If they 
promote social justice, how do they do it? 
 

Chair:  
TBA 
 
Panelists:  
Catherine E. Hundleby, University of Windsor 
Kathryn Phillips, University of Rochester 
Joseph Forte, Rivier University 
Moira Howes, Trent University 
Jeff Buechner, Rutgers University-Newark and The Saul Kripke Center, CUNY, The 

Graduate Center 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patrick.bondy@wichita.edu


AILACT Newsletter, August 2021  3 

Central Division 
 
From Thomas Brommage: 
 
As new session chair for the APA-Central (taking over from the inimitable Frank Fair) I am pleased 
to announce our schedule for the 2022 AILACT Group Session on the topic “Humor and Critical 
Reasoning.”   
 
Place: Palmer House Hilton, Chicago, IL 
Time: Friday February 25th, 2022 from 7 - 9 PM 

 
Chair:  
Thomas Brommage (Sam Houston State University) 
 
Panelists: 
Steven Gimbel (Gettysburg College): "Mackie, Martin and INUS in the Morning: 

Explaining Mackie's INUS Condition through the Humor of Demetri Martin" 
Scott F. Aikin (Vanderbilt University) and John Casey (Northeastern Illinois University): 

"Knock Knock: Meta-argumentative Humor Who?" 
Chris A. Kramer (Santa Barbara City College): "Argumentation, Metaphor, Smilie and 

Analogy: It's Like Something Else" 
 
As of now the APA plans to meet in person in February.  It's anyone's guess at this point whether 
or not that will happen.  But I remain cautiously optimistic, and I hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
 
Pacific Division 
 
CALL FOR PAPERS: AILACT @ the APA Pacific Division, April 13 – 16, 2022, Vancouver, 
BC, Canada  
 
Deadline: September 30 
  
We are now accepting proposals on any relevant topic for the Association for Informal Logic and 
Critical Thinking (AILACT) session to be held in conjunction with the upcoming Pacific Division 
meetings of the APA.  Papers, papers-with-commentators, author-meets-critics, and panel 
discussions are all welcome. Send proposals or abstracts to ccusick@csufresno.edu by September 
30th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ccusick@csufresno.edu
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Essay Prize in Informal Logic/Critical Thinking/Argumentation Theory 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

The Association for Informal Logic and Critical Thinking (AILACT) invites submissions 
for the 2021 AILACT Essay Prize. This will be the 17th year in which the prize has been 

offered. 
 

• Value: $700 U.S.  
• The prize-winning paper, and any “honourable mention” paper, will be considered for 

publication in Informal Logic upon the conditions listed below.* 
• Papers related to the teaching or theory of informal logic or critical thinking, and papers on 

argumentation theory, will be considered for the prize. 
• There are no restrictions on authorship. Authors need not be members of AILACT. 
• Previously unpublished papers, and papers published or accepted for publication between 

January 1, 2018 and September 1, 2021 are eligible. Maximum length: 6,000 words 
(exclusive of footnotes and bibliography). Authors may not submit the same paper, or a 
similar paper, more than once following the first submission. 

• Entries will be assessed on the basis of their argument, scholarship, style, and importance 
to the field. There is a limit of one entry per author. 

• The jury members for the 2021 AILACT essay prize, approved by the AILACT Board of 
Directors, are Geoffrey Goddu, Professor of Philosophy, University of Richmond; Jean 
Goodwin, Distinguished Professor, Department of Communication, North Carolina State 
University; Hans Hansen, Professor of Philosophy, University of Windsor. The jury's 
decision is final. 

• To submit a paper, attach a PDF or MS Word or RTF document to an email with AILACT 
ESSAY ENTRY on the “subject” line and send it to Derek Allen 
(derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca) with a covering note giving your name, a mailing address, 
and the word-length of your paper exclusive of footnotes and bibliography. If the paper 
was published between January 1, 2018 and the date of its submission for the 2021 
AILACT Essay Prize, please include in your covering note the name of the journal 
concerned, the year of publication, the volume number and issue number. Please send the 
paper ready for blind-reviewing (the author not identified on the paper or file containing 
the paper or in the description of the document’s properties that is part of the file, and self-
identifying references removed from the text, notes and bibliography). Each page should 
be numbered.  

• The deadline for receipt of submissions is September 1, 2021. The winner will be 
announced by December 15, 2021. AILACT will publicize the name of the winner on its 
web site and at AILACT sessions held at American Philosophical Association divisional 
meetings in 2022. 

• For further information about the essay prize, contact Gilbert Plumer 
(plumerge@gmail.com). For information about AILACT, visit our web site: 
https://ailact.wordpress.com/. 

 
* The prize-winning paper, and any "honourable mention" paper, will be eligible for consideration for publication in 
Informal Logic if it has not already been published or accepted for publication elsewhere and is not under consideration 
for publication elsewhere, and if the author consents to its consideration for publication in Informal Logic. The editors 
of Informal Logic will arrange for blind review of the paper if these conditions are met. The author will be expected 
to revise the paper in light of the reviewers' suggestions, or to justify not doing so.

mailto:plumerge@gmail.com
https://ailact.wordpress.com/


THE ASSOCIATION FOR INFORMAL LOGIC & CRITICAL THINKING 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FOR 2021 
 

AILACT was formed in 1983 to promote research on, and teaching and testing of, informal logic and 
critical thinking at all levels; to increase the extent and quality of such research, teaching, and testing; and 
to facilitate discussion among its members. AILACT sponsors sessions at each APA divisional meeting 
and other meetings; has a Web site, http://ailact.wordpress.com/ that provides a wide variety of 
information about AILACT, informal logic, and critical thinking, and posts papers and other members’ 
materials; has an e-mail discussion list for discussion of topics of interest to members; and holds an 
annual essay prize competition.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___ I would like to become a member of AILACT (US$10 or equivalent) 
___ I would like to renew my membership (US$10 or equivalent) 
___I am a student and would like to become a member of AILACT (Fees waived) 

  
Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________  
Institutional affiliation (if any): _________________________________________________  
Phone:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________  
Payment Options:   Check:  Make checks (US or Canadian only) payable to AILACT 
   Credit Card Payment:   Please deduct US $10 from   
   Credit Card:   __Visa   __MasterCard 
   Account Number:  ________ ________ _______ _____________ 
   Expiration Date:  _________________ CVC code_______________ 

PayPal: log in to your account and send the payment to Don Hatcher’s email 
address (dhatcher@bakeru.edu). PayPal will indicate that your payment is to 
AILACT. 

New members: To complete the process of becoming a member of AILACT, you will need to register on 
AILACT’s password-protected Member Area website: https://forum.ailact.org.  Click on “Register” and 
complete the listed fields: your first name, your last name, your email address, your user name (which you 
make up; don't use your email address), your password (which you make up), and "repeat password".  
Click on “Register.” When you have registered, send an email to derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca saying 
that you have done so. He will validate your registration and send you instructions for entering a profile 
for yourself on the site. 
Mail to:  Donald Hatcher, AILACT Treasurer, Department of Philosophy, Baker University, Baldwin 
City, KS 66006 USA. Email: dhatcher@bakeru.edu 

http://ailact.wordpress.com/
mailto:dhatcher@bakeru.edu
http://ailact1.humanities.mcmaster.ca/
mailto:derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca
mailto:dhatcher@bakeru.edu

