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From the Editor 

 

Greetings, Newsletter readers!  

 

Well, it has been another interesting year, to say the least! It is long since most of us have met in 

person. As we greet the New Year, let’s recall the good times we have shared; let’s look ahead to 

the better times to come; and let’s also take a moment to appreciate what we have now.  

 

Below, you will find a statement from the President; updates on the upcoming AILACT @APA 

sessions, congratulations to the Essay Prize winners, and a Membership form. Dues continue to be 

10$. 

 

As always, you can contact me with news or events of interest to AILACT members. The deadline 

for potential inclusion in the next issue will be April 1st. 

 

Best, 

Pat Bondy 

patrick.bondy@wichita.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:patrick.bondy@wichita.edu
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From the president 

 

Dear fellow members of AILACT, 

 

I hope you and your families are doing well in this “new normal”. 

 

Although society seems to begin to handle the pandemic and its worst consequences, our lives are 

still not as they used to be. Particularly, academic activity remains weird. As regards our 

community, we have had few chances to meet in the last two years, with almost all offline 

conferences postponed or cancelled. 

 

Some online series, such as the Interdisciplinary Monthly Online Speaker Series on the Ethics of 

Argumentation, have been established with great success. Online activity is valuable for many 

reasons, and it will likely remain with us after the pandemic is gone. However, offline meetings 

are also necessary to develop a sense of community, to welcome new scholars to the field and to 

make those informal plans that result in actual projects and collaborations. It is difficult to predict 

when we shall be able to resume this activity; yet, forthcoming events like the 4th European 

Conference in Argumentation, to be held in Rome by the end of September, announce our 

expectancy and eagerness to meet again.  

 

During these two years, AILACT’s board of directors has carried on its activity to warrant the 

normal functioning of our Association: from the renovation of its committees to taking decisions 

on members’ requests, etc. 

 

Now our term expires, and we would like to encourage you to consider running as president or 

director-at-large for AILACT. The election procedure will begin soon. We will keep you informed 

about the schedule. Let us hope that the new board meets better times and the support of all of us.  

 

I send you all my best wishes for the season. Have a Healthy and Happy New Year! 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

Lilian Bermejo-Luque 

President of AILACT 

 

 

 

Essay Prize Winners 

 

Congratulations to Shiyang Yu and Frank Zenker for their AILACT Essay Prize-winning paper, 

entitled “Identifying linked and convergent argument structures: a problem unsolved”! You can 

find the paper on the AILACT website, here: https://ailact.wordpress.com/. 

 

 

 

 

https://ailact.wordpress.com/
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AILACT @ APA 

 

Information about the AILACT @APA sessions is below. Attendees should note the APA’s 

COVID protocols, available here: https://www.apaonline.org/page/COVIDprotocols 

 

 

Eastern Division 

From Jeffrey Buechner: 

 

2022 AILACT Eastern APA meeting in Baltimore January 6th, 7-10 PM  

  

Social justice and argumentation  

What does argumentation have to do with social justice? In answering this question, there are (at 

least) two basic matters that can be addressed. The first concerns how argumentation can be used 

to discuss and evaluate problems of social justice. That, in turn, divides into two areas of 

concern:  (a) which specific problems of social justice can be addressed by the methods of 

argumentation? Here specific problems of social justice need to be described and how problems 

each raises can be evaluated by methods of argumentation. (b) Can argumentation help to define 

and clarify problems of social justice?  

  

The second matter concerns the nature of argumentation and its effects and their relation to social 

justice. What features of argumentation either impede or promote socially just environments? Are 

they intrinsic to argumentation? If they impede social justice, what are the alternatives? If they 

promote social justice, how do they do it?  

  

Chair  

Lloyd Carr, Rivier University  

  

Panelists   

Catherine E. Hundleby, University of Windsor  

Kathryn Phillips, University of Rochester  

Joseph Forte, Rivier University  

Moira Howes, Trent University  

Jeff Buechner, Rutgers University-Newark and The Saul Kripke Center, CUNY, The Graduate 

Center  

   

12-30-21: One of the five panelists—Joseph Forte—intends to attend the meeting in-person. He 

will orchestrate the Zoom sessions involving the four other panelists. However, this week he was 

in contact with someone who had covid and will receive the results of a covid test Friday, 

December 31st. If the test is negative, he will attend in-person, If the test is positive, he will not, in 

which case either our group session will be scrapped or else moved to an on-line venue. I notified 

Jeff Dunn (of the APA) of this situation, but he has not yet responded. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.apaonline.org/page/COVIDprotocols
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Central Division 

From Thomas Brommage: 

 

Please join us for the 2022 AILACT Group Session on the topic “Humor and Critical Reasoning.”   

 

Place: Palmer House Hilton, Chicago, IL 

Time: Friday February 25th, 2022 from 7 – 10 PM 

 

Chair: Thomas Brommage (Sam Houston State University) 

 

Steven Gimbel (Gettysburg College): "Mackie, Martin and INUS in the Morning: Explaining 

Mackie's INUS Condition through the Humor of Demetri Martin" 

Abstract available here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oix2VgZtg67jO56G1DJEct2xgxnWtbI1/view?usp=sharing 

 

Scott F. Aikin (Vanderbilt University) and John Casey (Northeastern Illinois University): 

"Knock Knock: Meta-argumentative Humor Who?" 

Abstract available here: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BvkSNkaYL0qmDlE2PmCBRCAdGg-

wgl64/edit?usp=sharing 

 

Chris A. Kramer (Santa Barbara City College): "Argumentation, Metaphor, Smilie and 

Analogy: It's Like Something Else" 

Abstract available here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LUvRempk1FPtIxDg-oWLVCuB8ykKLeKx/view?usp=sharing 

 

As of now the APA plans to meet in person in February.  It's anyone's guess at this point whether 

or not that will happen.  But I remain cautiously optimistic, and I hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

Pacific Division 

 

The Pacific AILACT @ APA session, scheduled for April 2022 in Vancouver, BC, will contain 

the following presentations. The schedule has not yet been released. Check back later at the 

following link for the Pacific APA program:  

https://www.apaonline.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1256299&group 

  

Chair: Carolyn Cusick (California State University, Fresno)  

 

Thomas Brommage (Sam Houston State University): "Lewis Carroll's Syllogistic Diagrams" 

 

Mark Herman (Arkansas State University): "Moral Critical Thinking: Higher-Education 

Course Content" 

 

Daniel Cohen (Colby College): "SAYS WHO? Arguers and Arguments, Character and Identity"

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oix2VgZtg67jO56G1DJEct2xgxnWtbI1/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BvkSNkaYL0qmDlE2PmCBRCAdGg-wgl64/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BvkSNkaYL0qmDlE2PmCBRCAdGg-wgl64/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LUvRempk1FPtIxDg-oWLVCuB8ykKLeKx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.apaonline.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1256299&group


THE ASSOCIATION FOR INFORMAL LOGIC & CRITICAL THINKING 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FOR 2022 

 
AILACT was formed in 1983 to promote research on, and teaching and testing of, informal logic 
and critical thinking at all levels; to increase the extent and quality of such research, teaching, 
and testing; and to facilitate discussion among its members. AILACT sponsors sessions at each 
APA divisional meeting and other meetings; has a Web site, http://ailact.wordpress.com/ that 

provides a wide variety of information about AILACT, informal logic, and critical thinking, and 
posts papers and other members’ materials; has an e-mail discussion list for discussion of topics 

of interest to members; and holds an annual essay prize competition.  
______________________________________________________________________________  

 
___ I would like to become a member of AILACT (US$10 or equivalent)  
___ I would like to renew my membership (US$10 or equivalent)  

___I am a student and would like to become a member of AILACT (Fees waived)  
 

Name: _________________________________________________________  
Address: _______________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________  
Institutional affiliation (if any): ______________________________________  
Phone: _________________________________________________________  
Email: _________________________________________________________  
 
Payment Options: Check: Make checks (US or Canadian only) payable to AILACT  
Credit Card Payment: Please deduct US $10 from  
Credit Card: __Visa __MasterCard  
Account Number: ________ ________ _______ _____________  
Expiration Date: _________________ CVC code_______________  
 
PayPal: log in to your account and send the payment to Don Hatcher’s  email address 

(dhatcher@bakeru.edu). PayPal will indicate that your payment is to AILACT.  
 

New members: To complete the process of becoming a member of AILACT, you will need to 
register on AILACT’s password-protected Member Area website: https://forum.ailact.org. Click 
on “Register” and complete the listed fields: your first name, your last name, your email 
address, your user name (which you make up; don't use your email address), your password 
(which you make up), and "repeat password". Click on “Register.” When you have registered, 

send an email to derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca saying that you have done so. He will validate 
your registration and send you instructions for entering a profile for yourself on the site.  

 

Mail to: Donald Hatcher, AILACT Treasurer, Department of Philosophy, Baker University, 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 USA. Email: dhatcher@bakeru.edu 


