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From the Editor 

 

Greetings, Newsletter readers!  

 

In this issue, you will find a statement from the new AILACT President, Kevin Possin (welcome, 

Kevin!); updates on the AILACT @APA sessions; the call for papers for this year’s Essay Prize; 

and a 2022 Membership form. Dues continue to be 10$. 

 

As always, you can contact me with news or events of interest to AILACT members. The deadline 

for potential inclusion in the next issue will be August 1st. 

 

Best, 

Pat Bondy 

patrick.bondy@wichita.edu  

 

 

 

From the President 

 

Dear Members: 

 

Let me first reiterate the invitation I made in my first AILACTD-L email to you all:  Please send 

me your ideas and suggestions about what projects you think AILACT should undertake.  You can 

mailto:patrick.bondy@wichita.edu
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share them for discussion with fellow members on the AILACTD-L listserv or email them directly 

to me at kpossin@winona.edu.  I will bring all ideas to the table at our next Board Meeting. 

 

Speaking of which, it appears that we have been living contrary to our Constitution by not having 

at least an annual meeting now for three years.  Before the angry mob forms, yelling “Lock them 

up; lock them up!”, I plan to soon call the Board together for a Zoom.  Directors, please start 

thinking about items for the agenda; e.g., we have begun a bit of work updating our website, but 

there is much, much more to do. 

 

Let me secondly express my gratitude to the Program Directors in charge of coordinating the 

AILACT meetings at the Divisional APA meetings.  As a past director for the Central Division for 

9 years, I feel your pain, as Bill Clinton would say—except I really mean it.  And thanks to all the 

presenters.  The AILACT meetings during COVID have been especially challenging, and your 

extra efforts have been most admirable.  Any suggestions [from anyone] about how to improve 

our APA meetings and better disseminate the presentations would be much appreciated. 

 

Wishing you all the best, and hoping to have much to report in the August Newsletter, 

 

Kevin Possin 

kpossin@winona.edu 

 

 

 

 

AILACT @ APA 

 

 

Eastern Division 

From Jeffrey Buechner: 

 

Our program for the 2023 Eastern APA meeting in Montreal is below. I'd like another panelist. 

Anyone interested in being a panelist please e-mail me buechner@newark.rutgers.edu 

  

Social justice and argumentation  

What does argumentation have to do with social justice? In answering this question, there are (at 

least) two basic matters that can be addressed. The first concerns how argumentation can be used 

to discuss and evaluate problems of social justice. That, in turn, divides into two areas of 

concern:  (a) which specific problems of social justice can be addressed by the methods of 

argumentation? Here specific problems of social justice need to be described and how problems 

each raises can be evaluated by methods of argumentation. (b) Can argumentation help to define 

and clarify problems of social justice?  

 The second matter concerns the nature of argumentation and its effects and their relation 

to social justice. What features of argumentation either impede or promote socially just 

environments? Are they intrinsic to argumentation? If they impede social justice, what are the 

alternatives? If they promote social justice, how do they do it?  

 

mailto:kpossin@winona.edu
mailto:kpossin@winona.edu
mailto:buechner@newark.rutgers.edu
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Chair  

Lloyd Carr Rivier University  

  

Panelists    

Catherine E. Hundleby University of Windsor  

Joseph Forte Rivier University  

Moira Howes Trent University  

Jeff Buechner, Rutgers University-Newark and The Saul Kripke Center, CUNY, The 

Graduate Center  

 

 

Central Division 

Check back in the August issue for info on the Central APA session! 

 

 

Pacific Division 

From Carolyn Cusick: 

 

At the Pacific APA, held in Vancouver, we heard from three speakers:  

• Thomas Brommage (Sam Houston State University): "Lewis Carroll's Syllogistic 

Diagrams"   

• Mark Herman (Arkansas State University): "Moral Critical Thinking: Higher-Education 

Course Content"  

• Daniel Cohen (Colby College): "SAYS WHO? Arguers and Arguments, Character and 

Identity" 

 

Thomas shared some of what he is finding in his efforts to rediscover Carroll’s logic. He brought 

the diagrams, red and grey digital tokens, and some arguments for us to decide the value of this 

system of representation. Mark shared the results of a 10 text survey of critical thinking textbooks 

with chapters on moral reasoning. He examines a worry about methods of improving moral critical 

thinking that might rely upon questionable psychological presuppositions, that is, he distinguishes 

“empirically inspired” methods exemplified in behavioral ethics from “a priori inspired” methods 

more common to critical thinking textbooks and considers how applicable the methods are in 

everyday life and academic moral philosophy. Anyone interested in the survey can request it from 

him: mherman@astate.edu. Dan invited us to consider what acts of “flipping the script” and 

“shuffling the deck” where the things said in an argument are randomly reassigned to other 

participants in the argument reveal about the supposed content neutrality of argumentation. He 

argued that the pragmatic implications of communicative engagements exceed abstract inference 

and logical entailments such that attention paid to who speaks and who is silent, or silenced, can 

help us revise the very meaning of argument.  

It was a lively meeting with some participating remotely, generously sponsored by the 

AILACT, where we used the technology effectively to ensure every panelist could be present 

even while we're still enduring this covid pandemic.  

 

Please contact Carolyn Cusick, ccusick@csufresno.edu, with ideas or requests for the 2023 Pacific 

APA meeting being held in San Francisco April 5-8, 2023. 

mailto:mherman@astate.edu
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Essay Prize in Informal Logic/Critical Thinking/Argumentation Theory 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

The Association for Informal Logic and Critical Thinking (AILACT) invites submissions for the 

2022 AILACT Essay Prize.  This will be the 18th year in which the prize has been offered. 

 
   ● Value: $700 U.S. 
 
   ● The prize-winning paper, and any “honourable mention” paper, will be considered for publication in Informal 

Logic upon the conditions listed below.*  
 
   ● Papers related to the teaching or theory of informal logic or critical thinking, and papers on argumentation 

theory, will be considered for the prize. 
 
   ● There are no restrictions on authorship.  Authors need not be members of AILACT. 
 
   ● Previously unpublished papers, and papers published or accepted for publication between January 1, 2019 

and September 1, 2022 are eligible.  Maximum length: 6,000 words (exclusive of footnotes and bibliography). 

Authors may not submit the same paper, or a similar paper, more than once following the fi rst submission. 
 
   ● Entries will be assessed on the basis of their argument, scholarship, style, and importance to the field. There 

is a limit of one entry per author. 
 
   ● The jury members for the 2022 AILACT essay prize, approved by the AILACT Board o f Directors, are 

Benjamin Hamby, Department of Philosophy, Coastal Carolina University; Geoffrey Goddu, Professor of 
Philosophy, University of Richmond; Jean Goodwin, Distinguished Professor, Department of 
Communication, North Carolina State University. The jury's decision is final. 

 
   ● To submit a paper, attach a PDF or MS Word or RTF document to an email with AILACT ESSAY ENTRY 

on the “subject” line and send it to Derek Allen (derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca) with a covering note giving 

your name, a mailing address, and the word-length of your paper exclusive of footnotes and bibliography. If 
the paper was published between January 1, 2019 and the date of its submission for the 2022 AILACT Essay 
Prize, please include in your covering note the name of the journal concerned, the year of publication, the 
volume number and issue number. Please send the paper ready for blind-reviewing (the author not identified 
on the paper or file containing the paper or in the description of the document’s properties that is part of the 
file, and self-identifying references removed from the text, notes and bibliography). Each page should be 

numbered. 
 
   ● The deadline for receipt of submissions is September 1, 2022.  The winner will be announced by December 

15, 2022.  AILACT will publicize the name of the winner on its web site and at AILACT sessions held at 
American Philosophical Association divisional meetings in 2023. 

 

   ●   For further information about the essay prize, contact Gilbert Plumer (plumerge@gmail.com). 
For information about AILACT, visit our web site: https://ailact.wordpress.com/. 

 
* The prize-winning paper, and any "honourable mention" paper, will be eligible for consideration for publication in 
Informal Logic if it has not already been published or accepted for publication elsewhere and is not under consideration 
for publication elsewhere, and if the author consents to its consideration for publication in Informal Logic. The editors 
of Informal Logic will arrange for blind review of the paper if these conditions are met. The author will be expected 
to revise the paper in light of the reviewers' suggestions, or to justify not doing so. 

mailto:derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca
mailto:plumerge@gmail.com
https://ailact.wordpress.com/


THE ASSOCIATION FOR INFORMAL LOGIC & CRITICAL THINKING 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FOR 2022 

 
AILACT was formed in 1983 to promote research on, and teaching and testing of, informal logic 
and critical thinking at all levels; to increase the extent and quality of such research, teaching, 
and testing; and to facilitate discussion among its members. AILACT sponsors sessions at each 
APA divisional meeting and other meetings; has a Web site, http://ailact.wordpress.com/ that 

provides a wide variety of information about AILACT, informal logic, and critical thinking, and 
posts papers and other members’ materials; has an e-mail discussion list for discussion of topics 

of interest to members; and holds an annual essay prize competition.  
______________________________________________________________________________  

 
___ I would like to become a member of AILACT (US$10 or equivalent)  
___ I would like to renew my membership (US$10 or equivalent)  

___I am a student and would like to become a member of AILACT (Fees waived)  
 

Name: _________________________________________________________  
Address: _______________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________  
Institutional affiliation (if any): ______________________________________  
Phone: _________________________________________________________  
Email: _________________________________________________________  
 
Payment Options: Check: Make checks (US or Canadian only) payable to AILACT  
Credit Card Payment: Please deduct US $10 from  
Credit Card: __Visa __MasterCard  
Account Number: ________ ________ _______ _____________  
Expiration Date: _________________ CVC code_______________  
 
PayPal: log in to your account and send the payment to Don Hatcher’s email address 

(dhatcher@bakeru.edu). PayPal will indicate that your payment is to AILACT.  
 

New members: To complete the process of becoming a member of AILACT, you will need to 
register on AILACT’s password-protected Member Area website: https://forum.ailact.org. Click 
on “Register” and complete the listed fields: your first name, your last name, your email address, 
your user name (which you make up; don't use your email address), your password (which you 
make up), and "repeat password". Click on “Register.” When you have registered, send an email 

to derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca saying that you have done so. He will validate your registration 
and send you instructions for entering a profile for yourself on the site.  

 

Mail to: Donald Hatcher, AILACT Treasurer, Department of Philosophy, Baker University, Baldwin 
City, KS 66006 USA. Email: dhatcher@bakeru.edu 


