
AILACT NEWSLETTER, March 2003 
 
To the Members of the Association for Informal Logic and Critical Thinking (AILACT): 
 
This newsletter is to inform you of nominees for the Board, approaching meetings, some 
calls for papers, the new jobs section and members’ recent books section on our Web site, 
and membership establishment or renewal (Including dues amnesty for tardy members, if 
they act quickly). Suggestions and help with AILACT projects are also solicited.  
 
I .  NOMINEES FOR THE AILACT ELECTION 
 
PROCEDURES. This spring is election time for AILACT (required every two years). 
 
Our Nominating Committee, by vote of the Board, is Sharon Bailin (Chair), Jonathan Adler, 
David Hitchcock, and Harvey Siegel. I thank them for their hard work.    
 
Elected positions are President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and seven At-Large Members 
of the Board of Directors. The President may hold at most two successive two-year terms. 
Other positions have no such limitations. If there is no more than one nominee for any 
position, the nominated individual is deemed elected. (See our Constitution on our Web site 
for details.) This year, the Nominating Committee has nominated exactly one person for 
each position. 
 
Currently, Board Members are Sharon Bailin (Immediate Past Co-President),Tony Blair, 
Bob Ennis (President), Maurice Finocchiaro, Don Hatcher (Treasurer), David Hitchcock, 
John Hoaglund, Ralph H. Johnson, Connie Missimer (Immediate Past Co-President), 
Gerald Nosich (Vice President), Michael Scriven, and Harvey Siegel. Immediate Past-
Presidents are automatically members of the Board. 
 
The Constitutionally-mandated election process calls for distributing the names of the 
Nominating Committee's nominees at least sixty days before the election. Additional 
nominations are valid if signed by the nominee and one other Regular Member of the 
Association and received by the Chair of the Nomination Committee 
(Sharon_Bailin@sfu.ca) at least thirty-five days before the election (that is, by April 10, 
2003), and should be accompanied by a brief biography of the nominee. The additional 
nomination(s) must be distributed to the membership at least thirty days before the election. 
 
If there are other nominees, the culmination of the election will be at the Informal Logic 
Symposium 25th Anniversary meeting next spring (May 14-17, 2003, in Windsor, Ontario). 
Because the election will be mostly electronic, most votes will be in before then, but if you 
can be at the Windsor meeting, please plan to attend the AILACT luncheon gathering, at 
which time we will complete the election and discuss other matters of import. We are 
assuming that this luncheon meeting will be Thursday, May 15, 2003. Note that this 
culmination meeting is unnecessary if there are no other nominees, but the AILACT Board 
will still meet for lunch and other members are welcome to visit. 
 
NAMES AND BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF THE NOMINEES. Each nominee was 
asked to provide a brief biography. 
 
For the seven at-large members of the Board of Directors. 
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J. Anthony Blair is a University Professor at the University of Windsor and a member of 
the Philosophy Department there (currently Head). He received his B.A. from McGill 
University and his M.A. from the University of Michigan. He has published extensively with 
Ralph H. Johnson, including the textbook, Logical Self-Defense (McGraw-Hill, 3rd Canadian 
edition 1993, 1st US edition 1994), and several review of the informal logic and critical 
thinking literature articles. With Robert C. Pinto he published the critical thinking textbook, 
Reasoning, A Practical Guide (Prentice-Hall, 1993). He has published extensively on the 
theory of informal logic, argumentation and critical thinking, has co-organized four (going on 
five) Windsor conference on informal logic, five International Society for the Study of 
Argumentation conference in Amsterdam, and co-edited the proceedings of both sets of 
conferences. He is co-founder and co-editor of the journal, Informal Logic, and a member of 
the editorial boards of Argumenation, Argumentation and Advocacy, and Inquiry. 
 
Daniel H, Cohen. Department of Philosophy, Colby College, Waterville ME 04901 
USA. I earned my Ph.D. from Indiana University in 1983, at which time I returned to my 
alma mater, Colby College in Waterville, Maine where I have been teaching Philosophy for 
the past twenty years.  My earliest publications were in formal logic in such journals as The 
Notre Dame Journal of Formal Logic, The Journal of Philosophical Logic, and The Journal 
of Symbolic Logic.  My more recent publications can found in the journals Informal Logic, 
Philosophica, and Metaphilosophy, as well as in the Proceedings of the OSSA, ISSA, and 
ALTA conferences.  The path of my research interests have taken me from the early 
philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein through general interests in the philosophy of language, 
and from there to a more focused interests in metaphors, and finally to the intersection of 
them all in argumentation theory.  I am currently the Book Review Editor for Informal Logic, 
my book on argumentation and metaphors is due out this year, and I wouldn't dream of 
missing an OSSA conference. 
 
Susan Finsen, California State University, San Bernadino, is a philosopher of science by 
training (Ph.D. in History and Philosophy of Science from Indiana University, Bloomington).  
She has been teaching critical thinking for 23 years, having tried many different 
approaches and texts over the years. She currently teaches at California State University 
San Bernardino, where she has helped to create a “Logic Lab and Critical Thinking Center” 
for students to improve their skills.  The Center has a number of computers and, more 
importantly, students and faculty who spend time there mentoring and talking about 
philosophy and critical thinking.  At CSU San Bernardino she has helped to articulate the 
criteria for courses satisfying the G.E. critical thinking requirement on campus, and is 
helping to develop means for assessing whether students have benefited from their critical 
thinking courses.  Definitely not an expert in the field, Finsen has not published a textbook 
or developed a comprehensive method for teaching critical thinking, and is still trying to 
learn how to teach critical thinking more effectively. 
 
 
Trudy Govier is the author of A Practical Study Of Argument (wadsworth five editions), 
Problems In Argument Analysis And Evaluation (foris 1987), Selected Issues In Logic And 
Communication (wadsworth 1988), and The Philosophy Of Argument (Vale Press 1999). 
She has reviewed papers for Informal Logic, Argumentation, Synthese, Philosophical 
Quarterly, and the American Philosophical Quarterly, and is on the editorial board for 
Informal Logic and the American Philosophical Quarterly. Govier has also written several 
books and numerous articles in the areas of ethics and social philosophy. Formerly 
Associate Professor of Philosophy at Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario, Canada, 
she now lives and works in Calgary, Canada. In addition to Trent, she has also taught at 
Simon Fraser University and at the Universities of Calgary, Lethbridge, and Amsterdam. 
She has worked for several community organizations including the United Way, the Better 
Business Bureau, and  the peace education and advocacy group, Project Ploughshares. 
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Govier is married and the mother of three children. Her leisure time pursuits include 
swimming, cycling, piano, and choral singing. 
 
Hans V. Hansen, Assistant Professor of Philosophy in the University of Windsor,was 
born in Denmark and grew up on farms in rural Ontario.  He holds philosophy degrees from 
Lakehead University (B.A. Hon.), University of Manitoba (M.A.) and Wayne State University 
(Ph.D.); and he has taught at McMaster University, University of Amsterdam, as well as 
Brock University.  
       While writing his dissertation on practical reasons, Hansen was hired as Assistant to 
the Editors of Informal Logic (J. A. Blair and R. H. Johnson).  Since then he has been an 
enthusiast about argumentation theory, informal logic and critical thinking.  With R. C. Pinto 
he edited Fallacies (Penn State 1995); with John Woods he authored articles on Aristotle's 
dialectical theory (in Synthese and Logique & Analyse); with C. W. Tindale (and others) he 
has edited four sets of Proceedings of the Ontario Society for the Study of Argumentation. 
       Hansen is currently a member of the Editorial Board of Philosophy and Rhetoric, Co-
Editor of Informal Logic, and co-editor with D. N. Walton of the Cambridge series, Critical 
Argumentation.  His present research is devoted to (a) the integration problem (how 
argumentation can co-ordinate the three rival strands of logic, dialectic and rhetoric), and 
(b) an anthology (with F. Kauffeld) on historical and contemporary approaches to 
presumption and burden of proof. 
      Hansen is married to Jane McLeod, a French historian.  They have two young children 
who relentlessly instruct their parents in the finer points of logic and critical thinking. 
 
David Hitchcock. Professor of Philosophy, McMaster University, Hamilton,Canada. 
Founding president of AILACT (1983-85), organizer of AILACT sessions at APA and CPA 
meetings, currently Board member and Webmaster (2001-04). Author of "Critical Thinking" 
(Toronto: Methuen, 1983) and of papers in informal logic and critical thinking published in 
"Informal Logic", "Argumentation", proceedings of OSSA and ISSA conferences, and three 
collections of papers. My research has focused on inference evaluation (of enthymemes, 
conductive arguments, arguments by analogy, inductive generalizations). 
 
Gerald Nosich,  
Gerald Nosich is a professor of philosophy at the University of New Orleans. He has been 
there since 1973. He has been working in Critical Thinking since 1977.  Since the mid-
1980s he has become committed to teaching for Critical Thinking across the curriculum. He 
is convinced that the only way for students to learn a subject matter is to think their way 
through it. He is the author of Reasons and Arguments (Wadsworth, 1982) and Learning to 
Think Things Through: A Guide to Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum (Prentice Hall, 
2001). 
 
He has given more than 150 workshops on all aspects of teaching for critical thinking. 
These have been given for instructors at all levels of education, in the US, in Canada, 
Thailand, Lithuania, Austria, and Germany. He has worked with the U.S. Department of 
Education on Higher Order Thinking Skills; given teleconferences sponsored by PBS and 
Starlink on teaching for critical thinking within subject-matter courses; served as a 
consultant for ACT in Critical Thinking and Language Arts assessment. He is the author of 
numerous articles, audio- and videotapes on critical thinking. 
 
He has been Assistant Director at the Center for Critical Thinking at Sonoma State 
University, and he has continued to be an associate of the Center and the Foundation for 
Critical Thinking. 
 
(On a more personal note, he has at times exercised and not exercised good judgment: he 
has ridden a motorcycle alone to Baghdad (and to Ur of the Chaldees, the birthplace of 
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Abraham); he has worked as an immigrant ditch-digger in Switzerland, been imprisoned by 
Communist authorities in Czechoslovakia, stowed away on a Sicilian ship to Algeria, sailed 
up the Nile with his family in a felucca, and lived with Maasai warriors in Central Africa.  He 
currently lives in New Orleans with his 25-year-old son.)  
 
FOR TREASURER: 
 
Donald Hatcher, Baker University, is Professor of Philosophy and Director of Baker 
University's Liberal Art's Program.  Hatcher's books include  Science, Ethics, and 
Technological Assessment, 3rd. ed. (2000) and Reasoning and Writing: From Critical 
Thinking to Composition, 2nd. ed. (2000).  He has published widely in the areas of 
philosophy of religion, feminism, and critical thinking. Hatcher also conducts faculty in-
service workshops on teaching and assessing critical thinking nationwide. Recent 
publications having to do with critical thinking include  "Critical Thinking and Epistemic 
Obligations," INQUIRY: (1995); "Should Anti-Realists Teach Critical Thinking?," INQUIRY 
(1995), "Critical Thinking, Postmodernism, and Rational Evaluation," Informal Logic (1995);  
"Three Theories of Rationality:  Some Pedagogical Consequences for Critical Thinkers," 
INQUIRY (1997);  "Why Formal Logic is Essential for Critical Thinking," Informal Logic 
(1999), "Why We Should Combine Critical Thinking and Written Instruction," Informal Logic 
(1999); Arguments for a New Definition of Critical Thinking,@ INQUIRY (2001); “Critical 
Thinking and Rational Emotive Behavior Therapy,” INQUIRY (2001),  Why Percy Can’t 
Think: The Departmentalization of Critical Thinking,@ INFORMAL LOGIC (2002). Hatcher 
has served as treasurer for AILACT since 1988. 
 
FOR VICE PRESIDENT: 
 
Maurice A. Finocchiaro, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, is a graduate of MIT (BS, 
1964) and the University of California, Berkeley (Ph. D., 1969); is currently Distinguished 
Professor of Philosophy at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas; has published _Galileo 
and the Art of Reasoning_ (Boston, 1980), _Gramsci and the History of Dialectical 
Thought_ (Cambridge, 1988), and five other books; has been awarded fellowships and 
major grants from the Guggenheim Foundation, NSF, NEH, and ACLS; and serves on the 
editorial boards of _Informal Logic_, _Argumentation_, _Philosophy and Rhetoric_, 
_Inquiry_, and three other journals. 
 
FOR PRESIDENT: 
 
Robert H. Ennis, Professor Emeritus, University of Illinois. Current President of AILACT 
(eligible for re-election once); and author of the text, Critical Thinking (Prentice Hall), forty-
three articles in the area of critical thinking and informal logic (the most recent being 
"Argument Appraisal Strategy: A Comprehensive Approach" in Informal Logic), and (co-
author) three critical thinking tests (Level X and Level Z of Cornell Critical Thinking Test, 
and The Ennis-Weir Critical Thinking Essay Test). He is currently working on the revision of 
the manuals for these tests, a critical-thinking-across-the-curriculum project, and the 
examination of how we can justifiably deal with reasoning containing qualifiers like 
‘probably’, ‘generally’, and ‘other things being equal’. More about him is available on his 
Web page: http://faculty.ed.uiuc.edu/rhennis.  
 
I I .  UPCOMING MEETINGS  OF INTEREST  
 
Pacif ic Division, American Philosophical Association, March 26-30, 2003. The 
Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell Street, San Francisco, CA 94102, Phone: 415 397 7000.  
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AILACT Session at 6pm – 9 pm, Saturday, March 29, Elizabethan D 
Chair: Betsy Decyk (California State University-Long Beach) 
 
Speaker: Dale Jacquette (Pennsylvania State University) 
"Rationality and the Preface Paradox." 
Commentator:  Jerry Cederblom (University of Nebraska-Omaha) 
 
Speaker:   Randy Mayes (California State University-Sacramento)   
"On the Function of Explanation in Informal Reasoning" 
Commentator:  Bill Johnson (California State University-Long Beach) 
 
Speaker:  Claude Gratton (University of Nevada-Las Vegas) 
"Student Beliefs that are Obstacles to Critical Thinking Dispositions and Motivation." 
Commentator:  Donald Hatcher (Baker University) 

 
Central Division, American Philosophical Association, April 23-26, 2003. The 
Renaissance Cleveland Hotel, 24 Public Square, Cleveland, OH 44113, Phone: 216 696 
5600. 
  

AILACT Session at 9:00 am – 12 noon, Thursday, April 24, Garfield Room (4th floor) 
Chair: John Hoaglund, Christopher Newport University 
 
Claude Gratton, University of Nevada at Las Vegas, "Counterexamples and Degrees 
of Support" 
Comment: Margaret Cuonzo, Long Island University 
 
Thomas E. Gilbert, Morningside College, "The Formal Nature of Some Informal 
Fallacies" 
Comment: Nancy Hancock, Northern Kentucky University 
 
Arnold Wilson, University of Cincinnati, "Lottery Logic. Practical Application of 
Rationality, Probability, and Fallacy" 
Comment: Daryl Close, Heidelberg University 
 

Informal Logic at 25, May 14-17, 2003: University of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, 
Canada.  
 

This conference will mark the 25th anniversary of the First Symposium on Informal 
Logic, held in June, 1978. For 2003, it replaces the biannual OSSA conference. 
Details on the conference Web site: www.uwindsor.ca/ILat25 

 
(Note: AILACT was formed at the Second Symposium on Informal Logic in 1983.) 

 
Linguistic pluralism: Policies, practices and pragmatics, July 13-18, 2003, 
International Pragmatics Association, 8th International Conference, Toronto, Canada. 

 
 Includes panel on argument cultures. For details, see the association's Web site: 
http://www.uia.ac.be/ipra/ . 

 
Eastern Division, American Philosophical Association, December 27-39, 2003, 
Washington, D.C.  
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I I I .  CALLS FOR PAPERS (for meetings in the Academic Year, 2003-2004) 
 
AILACT Group Session at the APA Eastern Division, American Philosophical 
Association, Washington, DC . December 27-30, 2003. The deadline for papers has 
passed. If you are interested in participating in some way at this session, write the Program 
Chair, Dan Boone (danboone@iup.edu) Philosophy Department, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA 15705 
 
AILACT Group Session at the APA Pacif ic Division, American Philosophical 
Association, Spring, 2004 (Location and dates TBA). Papers on any topic in informal 
logic, critical thinking, or argumentation are welcome. Papers should be no longer than 12 
pages or a 30-minute reading time.  
 
Deadline for submissions is September 19, and notification is by October 17, 2003.  
 
Send submissions as attachments in MS Word or WordPerfect to <dhatcher@idir.net> or 
<donald.hatcher@bakeru.edu> or to: 
Donald L. Hatcher, Center for Critical Thinking, Baker University, Box 65, Baldwin City, KS 
66006 
 
 AILACT Group Session at the APA Central Division, American 
Philosophical Association Chicago. IL, April 22-25, 2004, Palmer House Hilton. 
Papers on any topic in informal logic, critical thinking, or argumentation are welcome, but 
those furthering the development of theory are favored. Papers should be no longer than 
12 pages or a 30-minute reading time.  
 
 Deadline for submissions is October 16, and notification is by November 18, 2003.  
Send submissions as attachments in MS Word or WordPerfect to hoaglund@cnu.edu, or: 
John Hoaglund, Center for Critical Thinking, Christopher Newport University, 1 University 
Place, Newport News VA 23606 

 
IV. WEB SITE SERVICES. See: http://ailact.mcmaster.ca. 
 
JOBS.  A  new jobs section has been established. It has two parts, one for the listing of 
jobs and another for listing of members who are candidates for jobs. Please send to David 
Hitchcock, Webmaster (e-mail address: hitchckd@mcmaster.ca) the particulars of any job 
calling for specialization or competence in informal logic or critical thinking. If you are 
seeking a job, see the Web site. 
 
RECENT BOOKS BY MEMBERS. If you have recently published a book in the area of 
informal logic and critical thinking, send the particulars to David Hitchcock, Webmaster. He 
will list any books by members that are in print. Use reference style of the American 
Psychological Association (which is used by Informal Logic and Inquiry), except that we 
would like your name to be as it appears on the title page -- not just initials for your given 
names, unless that is what appears on the title page. 
 
MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS. David also is actively seeking short one-or-two-paragraph 
statements by members about themselves to be posted on the Web site, as information for 
each other and for others interested in AILACT, or as information for people trying to fill 
positions calling for competence in informal logic and critical thinking.  
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V. APPLICATION  FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL OF 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2003 
 
As you can see, AILACT is providing more and more services to its members, but we need 
your support at least in the form of 1) paying the minimal dues and giving us your e-mail 
address (if we do not already have it), 2) making suggestions for things that this 
professional organization can do for you and others, and 3) offering your help in doing 
some of this unpaid work. See the previous newsletter (December, 2002), for a set of 
projects for which we need help. Write me (rhennis@uiuc.edu), if you can help. 
 
A copy of our membership application and renewal form for 2003 is attached. Please 
copy (if it is electronic) and return yours with a check for your US$6 dues (or the 
equivalent), if you have not registered and paid for 2003. Remember to write your e-mail 
address very legibly, unless you are confident that we have it right. We are transitioning 
to electronic meetings and interaction, partly because postal mailings are expensive and 
AILACT is poor, and partly because it is difficult to get a reasonable number of our 
members in any one place at any given time. So we need legible, accurate e-mail 
addresses. 
 
Please also give a copy of the membership-application form to someone else.  
 
New! Just to make it easier for you to fill out the form and return it with your dues, we are 
sending by postal mail a copy of the membership form with a return-addressed envelope, if 
we do not have a record of your paying and registering for 2003.  
 
Amnesty! We are declaring a general amnesty on previously unpaid dues, if you send in 
2003 dues and form postmarked by March 31, 2003.  
 

Bob Ennis,  
President, AILACT,  
rhennis@uiuc.edu 


