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NEWSLETTER OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR INFORMAL 
LOGIC AND CRITICAL THINKING (AILACT), March 2004 

Prepared by Bob Ennis, President, rhennis@uiuc.edu 
 
 
This newsletter is to inform you of approaching meetings (including specific AILACT 
sessions) and some new listings of academic positions mentioning critical thinking; to 
remind you of our AILACT Essay prize, our membership renewal for 2004, and the listing of 
members’ books and information on our Web site; and to remind/inform you of some basic 
facts about AILACT’s operations.  
 
I.  SOME UPCOMING MEETINGS  OF INTEREST  
 
PACIFIC DIVISION, AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, March 24-
28, 2004, Hilton Pasedena, Pasedena, CA. Housing at the Sheraton Pasedena and Hilton 
Pasedena, originally through the Pasedena Convention & Visitors Bureau (1 626 795 
9311), but, at this point, probably directly with the hotels. There will be an AILACT group 
session: 
 
AILACT Group Session, Wednesday, March 24, 7:30-10:30 p.m.  
 
Chair: Scott Dixon (University of California-Riverside) 
 
 Speaker: Chris Campolo (Hendrix College) 
 "Misology and Equipollence" 
 
  Commentator:   Andrew Eshleman (University of Arkansas, Little Rock) 
 
 Speaker: Daniel Cohen (Colby College) 
 "Argumentation and Modal Logic On the Argumentatively Possible and the 
 Logically Impossible" 
 
  Commentator: Edward Maine (California State University-Fullerton) 
 
 Speaker: Dale Turner (California State Polytechnic University-Pomona) 
 "You Should Have Reasons for Your Views?" 
 
  Commentator: Jonathan Adler (City University of New York, Brooklyn 
College) 
 
CENTRAL DIVISION, AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, April 22-
25, 2004, Palmer House Hilton Hotel, Chicago, IL 1-877-865-5321. The block of rooms at 
the special APA rate is being held until March 22. “Explain that you are attending the 
American Philosophical Association meeting. If you are a graduate student member, 
please indicate that you want the graduate student rate (NOTE: the National Office staff 
will confirm the graduate student status of all those requesting the graduate student rate). 
 
“You can also make your reservations through the Internet.  Go to Hilton Hotels' web site 
at http://www.hilton.com (or directly to the Palmer House's home page at 
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http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=CHIPHHH.” (from Proceedings…, 
Feb, 2004). There will be an AILACT group session: 
 
 
AILACT Group Session, Sunday, Apri l  25, 2004, 12:00-2:00 p.m., Private 
Dining Room 7 (Third Floor.  
 
Chair: John Hoaglund (Christopher Newport University)  
 
Speakers:  
Robert H. Ennis (University of Illinois, UC), "Qualified Reasoning, Deductive Validity, and 
Conduction"  
 
Daryl Close (Heidelberg University), "What Is the Inference in Inferential Statistics?" 
 
Christine Hendricks (University of Wisconsin, Rock County), "Critical Thinking and 
Transcendence" 
 

Note: Regrettably, Professor Hendricks’ presentation is not listed in the original 
published APA program.  
 
 

CANADIAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, ANNUAL CONGRESS, May 29 
to June 1, University of Manitoba in Winnipeg.  
 
Details can be found at http://www.acpcpa.ca/framee.htm. 
 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PHILOSOPHY TEACHERS (AAPT), 15th 
International 
Workshop-Conference, August 4-8, 2004, hosted by the University of Toledo in 
Toledo, Ohio. For details see http://aapt-online.dhs.org. 
 
EASTERN DIVISION, AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, December 
27-30, 2004, Boston, MA, Boston Marriott  
 
 
I I .       AILACT ESSAY PRIZE OF 2004  PLEASE 
POST 
 
The Association for Informal Logic and Crit ical Thinking invites applications for 
its first annual AILACT Essay Prize 
 
The value of the AILACT Essay Prize is US$500. The prize may, in extraordinary 
circumstances, be divided among entries judged to be of about equal merit. 
 
Essays related to the teaching or theory of informal logic or critical thinking will be 
considered for the prize. An essay may be unpublished, forthcoming or previously 
published. There are no restrictions on authorship. Published papers must have appeared 
on or after January 1st, 2003. Essays should be in the neighbourhood of 3500-5000 
words. 
 
The essays will be assessed on the basis of, in no particular order: their originality, their 
scholarship, if applicable (papers that ignore the relevant literature will tend to go to the 
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bottom of the pile), their argument (needless to say?), their style (lucid, delightful-to-read 
papers will tend to rise to the top), and their importance to the field (measured by how high 
they register on the "Everyone should read this paper-and soon!" scale). 
 
The jury members for the 2004 AILACT Essay Prize, approved by the AILACT Board of 
Directors, are Tony Blair (chair), Merrilee Salmon and Michael Scriven. The verdict of the 
jury is final. 
 
To submit a paper, attach an electronic file to an e-mail with AILACT ESSAY ENTRY on 
the "Subject" line, or mail three paper copies, to the appropriate address below. Please 
send the paper ready for blind-reviewing (the author not identified on the paper or file 
containing the paper, and self-identifying references removed from the text, notes and 
References). 
 
The deadline for receipt of papers to be considered for the 2004 AILACT Essay Prize is 31 
August 2004. Send to: 
  
tblair@uwindsor.ca  
or  
Prof. J.A. Blair 
Department of Philosophy 
University of Windsor 
Windsor, ON 
CANADA N9B 3P4 
 
The winner will be announced by 1 December 2004. AILACT will publicize the name of the 
winner.    For AILACT information, see http://ailact.mcmaster.ca. 
 
I I I .  LISTING OF MEMBERS’ BOOKS AND MEMBERS’ 
INFORMATION ON OUR WEB SITE, http://ailact.mcmaster.ca/ 
 
Our Webmaster, David Hitchcock, invites the posting on AILACT’s Web site notices of any 
book in print written by a paid-up member of AILACT. If you would like your book listed, 
please send an e-mail message, with the publication data, a description of the book in one 
or two sentences, and, if available, a link to a Web site with more details, to him at 
hitchckd@mcmaster.ca. Use reference style of the American Psychological Association 
(which is used by Informal Logic and Inquiry), except that we would like your name to be as 
it appears on the title page -- not just initials for your given names, unless that is what 
appears on the title page.  
 
David also is actively seeking short one-or-two-paragraph statements by members about 
themselves to be posted on the Web site, as information for each other and for others 
interested in AILACT, or as information for people trying to fill positions calling for 
competence in informal logic and critical thinking.  
 
IV. RECENT LISTINGS OF JOBS IN JOBS FOR PHILOSOPHERS. 
 
Be aware that many jobs that call for critical thinking as an area of competence do not 
mention this fact. However, be advised that three jobs in the February 20, 2004 edition of 
Jobs for Philosophers do explicitly mention “critical thinking”: 
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LAGUARDIA COLLEGE/CUNY, New York City, NY. Tenure track for September, 2004. 
Includes critical thinking as an area of competence. Review of applications to begin 
immediately. Contact  Ms. Nereida Baez; ID. FAC/Humanities Department, Philosophy; 31-
10 Thomson Ave, Room M-400; Long Island City, NY 11101; USA. 

 
SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY, Huntsville TX. One year appointment with 
possibility of renewal; vacancy created by a retirement. Courses mentioned as part of 
teaching load include critical thinking. Contact: Dr. Frank Fair, Coordinator, Philosophy 
Program, Department of Psychology and Philosophy, Box 2447, Sam Houston State 
University, Huntsville, TX 77341-2447. E-mail: psy_fkf@shsu.edu. 
 
WEBER STATE UNIVERSITY, Ogden UT. One-year replacement, starting Fall, 2004. 
Teaching a course in critical thinking is expected. Reviews of applications begin March 5. 
Interviews at Pacific APA. Send CV, three letters of recommendation, and evidence of 
teaching excellence to: Philosophy Search Committee, c/o Human Resource Department, 
1016 University Circle, Weber State University, Ogden, UT 84408-1-16. 
 
 
 
 
V. AILACT’S OPERATIONS; APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
OR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP FOR 2004 
 
As you can see, AILACT is providing more and more services to its members, but we need 
your support at least in the form of 1) paying the minimal dues and giving us your e-mail 
address (if we do not already have it), 2) making suggestions for things that this 
professional organization can do for you and others, and 3) offering your help in doing 
some of this unpaid work. See our Web site, http://ailact.mcmaster.ca/, for more details. 
 
Write me (rhennis@uiuc.edu), if you can help; or, if you prefer, write any other member of 
our Executive Board, or one of Division Program Officers with suggestions or offers. Other 
Board Members are Maurice Finocchiaro , Vice-President; Donald Hatcher , Treasurer 
| Sharon Bailin | Tony Blair | Dan Cohen | Trudy Govier | Hans Hansen | 
| David Hitchcock | Connie Missimer | Gerald M. Nosich | Michael Scriven | 
Organizers of future sessions at APA divisional meetings are: Peter Asquith (Central), Dan 
Boone (Eastern), Donald Hatcher (Pacific). (John Hoaglund is our outgoing Chair of the 
Central Division AILACT sessions, and has organized the Central Division session 
announced above.)  If the links to their e-mail addresses do not come through, please find 
them listed on our Web site, http://ailact.mcmaster.ca/ 
 
Alternatively, if you want to make a suggestion or comment about AILACT’s operations to 
other members, there is a discussion list: AILACT-D. To subscribe, ask Michael Gilbert ("M. 
A. Gilbert" gilbert@yorku.ca or me to put you on. Supply your name and e-mail address, 
and state that you are a paid-up member. 
 
This is a different list from AILACT-L, which is to discuss substantive informal logic and 
critical thinking topics of interest to members, but which has had little use, perhaps because 
of the existence of the ARGTHRY list, which is often busy. 
 
A copy of our membership application and renewal form for 2004 appears next. If you 
have not registered and paid for 2004, please copy and return yours with a check for 
your US$6 dues (or the equivalent),. Remember to write your e-mail address very legibly, 



 5 

unless you are confident that we have it right. We are transitioning to electronic meetings 
and interaction, partly because postal mailings are expensive and AILACT is poor, and 
partly because it is difficult to get a reasonable number of our members in any one place at 
any given time. So we need legible, accurate e-mail addresses. Be kind to our good 
Treasurer, Don Hatcher. 
 
Please also give a copy of the membership-application form to someone 
else, and post copies on your bulletin board(s), reformatted if necessary.  
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FOR 2004  
The Association for Informal Logic  

and Critical Thinking (AILACT)  
________________________________________________________________________ 
The Association was formed in 1983 to promote research, teaching, and testing of informal logic 
and critical thinking at all levels; to increase the extent and quality of such research, teaching, and 
testing; and to facilitate discussion among its members. AILACT sponsors sessions at each APA 
divisional meeting and other meetings, has a Web site, http://ailact.mcmaster.ca, and is developing 
a job information exchange. 
 

___ I would like to become a member of AILACT (US$6*/ calendar year) 
___ I would like to renew my membership (US$6*/ calendar year) 

   (Make checks payable to AILACT) 
 

Name:______________________________________________________   
 

Date:_________________________ 
 

Please fill in the following, unless you are sure that the information is correct in our records: 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________   
   

 ________________________________________________________________  
 

Phone:_______________________________________  
 

Email:________________________________________ (Very important! Much of 
our business will be conducted primarily electronically -- but you will not 
be disenfranchised if you do not have an e-mail address.) 
 
What would you like to see AILACT do, or do 

better?:_________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What would you like to do to help AILACT do its 
job?_________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Mail to: Donald Hatcher, AILACT Treasurer, Center for Critical Thinking, Baker University, 
Baldwin City, KS 66006 USA Email: dhatcher@idir.net    or    hatcher@harvey.bakeru.edu 
_____________ 
*or the equivalent      PLEASE POST 

 


