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From the Editor 
 
Festive Greetings, Newsletter readers!  
 
A couple of items to note: first, David Hitchcock’s newly revised article, “Critical Thinking,” is 
now available in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. It can be found here: 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/critical-thinking/. Second, there is a CFP for the upcoming 
Douglas Walton Legacy Workshop (reproduced below). Note that the deadline for abstracts is 
January 2nd.  
 
In addition to the above CFP, in this issue you’ll find a statement from the President, programs for 
all three 2023 AILACT @APA sessions, congratulations to the Essay Prize winner, and a 
Membership form for 2023. 
 
Any news or items of interest to the AILACT readership can be sent to me by April 1st for inclusion 
in the April Newsletter. 
 
Best, 
Pat Bondy 
patrick.bondy@wichita.edu 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Furldefense.proofpoint.com-252Fv2-252Furl-253Fu-253Dhttps-2D3A-5F-5Fplato.stanford.edu-5Fentries-5Fcritical-2D2Dthinking-5F-2526d-253DDwMF-2Dg-2526c-253DmRWFL96tuqj9V0Jjj4h40ddo0XsmttALwKjAEOCyUjY-2526r-253DKTO-2D67piPlkvVwpkegE90CPhOOUVOHyNkd2ycJxraVlOjFMzr4s8w-5FQ89bvfLZgJ-2526m-253DjVDtfePYsPK-2DOU9AlRAW0lOsuXWsNNocrEIwAZssxotJP3fZDPBbZuVHrIzpWs1p-2526s-253DlRZnvfbIGR-5FZBqnYkl2wJOH-2D0iIIgmbcuNjD-2DN4wR5k-2526e-253D-26data-3D05-257C01-257CPSY-5FFKF-2540SHSU.EDU-257C3fc876fe01504f89e17d08daae18962e-257Cb153cbd8b39247449b39e3cdb8677f00-257C0-257C0-257C638013718637390124-257CUnknown-257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-253D-257C3000-257C-257C-257C-26sdata-3DgGhmEevQ5Y3U-252B-252FcH1Uqal4DIxps3HfCjRdZY1Q3bIMo-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMF-g&c=mRWFL96tuqj9V0Jjj4h40ddo0XsmttALwKjAEOCyUjY&r=KTO-67piPlkvVwpkegE90CPhOOUVOHyNkd2ycJxraVlOjFMzr4s8w_Q89bvfLZgJ&m=ZPH_hSCfWIqW-tKYytDFBVjrQVpJSzb2qpZCJQwHK45sy-366QMPTQxWx9pmPs8v&s=BMG2nb-5l8iTmCR4Fg8wntGAvEAwN0AHzKzRscbht_I&e=
mailto:patrick.bondy@wichita.edu
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From the President 
 
Season’s Greetings to you all, 
 
The Board of Directors have met twice, and I am happy to report that we have some projects 
underway. 
 
1.  We are working on hosting a monthly Zoom lecture, with guest speakers and time for 
discussions or with interviews or with panel discussions or all of the above.  This could easily be 
scaled up into a conference.  Board members Dona Warren and Frank Fair are working on this, 
so please contact Dona if you would like to assist in the production, or Frank if you would like to 
be a speaker or suggest one. 
 
2.  The AILACT Website needs a lot of updating.  For example, the Textbook page is outdated 
and many of its links are broken.  The Board is discussing whether to extensively revise the page 
by a) removing out-of-print texts and posting active links to currently available texts, and b) 
adding another section to the page consisting of textbook reviews and links to reviews.  This 
would further AILACT’s goal of becoming a greater resource to those teaching Critical Thinking 
courses. 
 
Other pages in need of improvement are the Links page and the Papers Presented page.  The 
Board is currently discussing what can be done to either update and expand these pages or 
abandon them. 
 
The Board also approved the initiation of two new pages for the Website:  The History of 
AILACT page will post a running account of AILACT’s activities and accomplishments since 
its creation in 1983.  David Hitchcock, our first President, has begun drafting a narrative 
reflecting his years in office, and other presidents have been asked to do likewise.  But many of 
you have been active members of AILACT over the years and could make wonderful and 
insightful installments to this project.  So please jot down your recollections and email them to 
me at kpossin@winona.edu and I will compile them or the Board can form a History Committee 
to do so. 
 
The Board also recommended that a Critical Thinking Assessment page be created, for posting 
links to available CT assessment tests and links to critical reviews of such tests and links to 
articles on the assessment of CT skills generally.  This page would be overseen by the Critical 
Thinking Assessment Committee.  Again, this is to promote AILACT’s goal of becoming a 
greater resource for those teaching CT or evaluating programs or employees on their 
enhancement of CT skills. 
 
3.  Board member John Casey is investigating the creation of an AILACT Facebook 
page.  Since the AILACTD-L discussion list is not very well fulfilling the function of facilitating 
easy discussions on topics of members’ interest, the Board is discussing various alternatives, 
especially those that seem to be working for other organizations. 
 

mailto:kpossin@winona.edu
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So, as you can see, the Board has been busy and will be working steadily to improve AILACT in 
the new year.  But we really need your assistance to get it all done—Yes, here is the end-of-
the-year pitch you knew damn well was coming!  Please help out on any of these projects.  And 
if you think of another worthwhile project for our association, please contact me at 
kpossin@winona.edu and I will bring your idea to the Board for discussion.  We look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Best wishes for a healthy and happy new year! 
 
Kevin 
 
 
 
AILACT @ APA 
 
 
Eastern Division 
 

Place: Le Centre Sheraton, Montreal, QC 
Dates: January 4 – 7, 2023 
  
Social justice and argumentation  
What does argumentation have to do with social justice? In answering this question, there are (at 
least) two basic matters that can be addressed. The first concerns how argumentation can be used 
to discuss and evaluate problems of social justice. That, in turn, divides into two areas of 
concern:  (a) which specific problems of social justice can be addressed by the methods of 
argumentation? Here specific problems of social justice need to be described and how problems 
each raises can be evaluated by methods of argumentation. (b) Can argumentation help to define 
and clarify problems of social justice?  
 The second matter concerns the nature of argumentation and its effects and their relation 
to social justice. What features of argumentation either impede or promote socially just 
environments? Are they intrinsic to argumentation? If they impede social justice, what are the 
alternatives? If they promote social justice, how do they do it?  
 
Chair  

Lloyd Carr, Rivier University  
  
Panelists    

Catherine E. Hundleby, University of Windsor  
Phyllis Rooney, Oakland University 
Joseph Forte, Rivier University  
Moira Howes, Trent University  
Jeff Buechner, Rutgers University-Newark and The Saul Kripke Center, CUNY, The 
Graduate Center  

 
 

mailto:kpossin@winona.edu
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Central Division 
 

Please join us for the 2023 AILACT Group Session on the topic of “Logic Diagrams.” 
 
Place: Hilton Denver City Center, Denver, CO 
Time: Friday, February 24th, 2023, from 7 – 10 PM 
 
Chair 

Thomas Brommage (Sam Houston State University) 
 
Speakers 

Ava Thomas Wright (California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo), "Context 
Relevance in Debate Mapping" 
Marcos Bautista López Aznar (University of Seville), "Marlo Diagrams: An Improved 
Version of the Quantification of the Predicate" 
Nicholas A. J. Birmingham (University of Western Ontario), "Interlacing the Icon and 
Intuition in Diagrammatic Thought" 

 
I hope to see you there! 

 
Pacific Division 
 

Place: The Westin St. Francis, San Francisco, CA  
Dates: April 5 – 8, 2023 
  
Chair  

Carolyn Cusick (California State University, Fresno) 
 
Speakers 

Nikolay Milkov (Universität Paderborn), "Bertrand Russell and Critical Thinking" 
Anthony Kreider (Miami Dade College), "False Disjunction Revisited: A Reply to 
Tomić" 
Barry M. Ward (University of Arkansas), "Mill's Methods and Analogical Inference" 

 
 
 
Essay Prize 
 
Congratulations to the 2022 AILACT Essay Prize winner, José Alhambra Delgado, for “A 
Particularist Theory of Argumentation by Analogy.” Well done, José! 
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Call for papers: Douglas Walton Legacy Workshop   
  
The Philosophy Department and the Centre for Research in Reasoning, Argumentation and 
Rhetoric at the University of Windsor, Canada invite abstracts for papers to be presented at a 
workshop February 17-18, 2023, at Windsor, on the legacy of Douglas Walton’s research, with a 
particular focus on his contributions to the journal Informal Logic.   
  
Confirmed speakers include: David Godden, Fabrizio Macagno, and Alice Toniolo.   
  
We seek further contributions that will situate Walton’s Informal Logic articles in the context of 
his larger corpus or address his influence across various fields. Possible topics of particular interest 
include:  

• Walton’s place in the informal logic movement   
• How Walton’s view of fallacies changes as it engages the concept of argument schemes 

and dialogue types   
• Analysis and commentary on any of Walton’s articles from Informal Logic  
• How Walton innovated dialectical models of reasoning and argument  
• How Walton’s research in legal reasoning relates to his prior work  
• How Walton’s research in AI relates to his prior work  
• How Walton’s research on deliberation relates to his prior work  

 
The workshop will aid a research team led by Catherine Hundleby in developing a collection, 
tentatively entitled Douglas Walton and Informal Logic: A Reader, that will include a selection of 
papers by Walton republished from the journal Informal Logic. These papers tend to address 
fallacies and that will influence the nature of this collection, but we hope that as an introduction it 
will also direct its audience to other trajectories of Walton’s research. Discussions from the 
workshop that fit the Reader’s thematic development (which at this point is somewhat open-ended) 
may be considered for publication as short pieces (2000-4000 words) within the Reader. The 
Reader will be published as open access by Windsor Studies in Argumentation.  
  
To submit a proposal, provide an abstract of no more than 500 words. Abstracts should be 
anonymized, include a title and details of the argument to be developed, types of evidence to be 
addressed, the paper's contribution to the literature or the theme, and may include the style of 
presentation to be given.   
  
Please submit abstracts at the following link: https://forms.gle/GECxiiFWNWqti8eD8  
If you have any issues with the link, please email: lui41@uwindsor.ca   
Deadline for proposals: January 2, 2022.   
  
The workshop is open to everyone and registration is free. Registration will be required a few 
weeks in advance.   
 
Funds for hospitality and invited speakers at this workshop come from a grant Douglas Walton 
received from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada to work on an 
"Argumentation Model of Deliberation." No further funding is available.  
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__forms.gle_GECxiiFWNWqti8eD8&d=DwMF-g&c=mRWFL96tuqj9V0Jjj4h40ddo0XsmttALwKjAEOCyUjY&r=KTO-67piPlkvVwpkegE90CPhOOUVOHyNkd2ycJxraVlOjFMzr4s8w_Q89bvfLZgJ&m=noRmB3xTVhI8ieHRmKW2VK44sUc5nPTaiS9c9g4OSozEFWs7S3OJPhpsfpq2MDNx&s=W7jCz9AC3y_3kgDUApWh0TbUK_TAXmvY1XqvHV9WpNk&e=
mailto:lui41@uwindsor.ca
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THE ASSOCIATION FOR INFORMAL LOGIC & CRITICAL THINKING 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FOR 2023 

 
AILACT was formed in 1983 to promote research on, and teaching and testing of, informal logic 
and critical thinking at all levels; to increase the extent and quality of such research, teaching, 
and testing; and to facilitate discussion among its members. AILACT sponsors sessions at each 
APA divisional meeting and other meetings; has a Web site, http://ailact.wordpress.com/ that 
provides a wide variety of information about AILACT, informal logic, and critical thinking, and 
posts papers and other members’ materials; has an e-mail discussion list for discussion of topics 
of interest to members; and holds an annual essay prize competition.  
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
___ I would like to become a member of AILACT (US$10 or equivalent)  
___ I would like to renew my membership (US$10 or equivalent)  
___I am a student and would like to become a member of AILACT (Fees waived)  
 
Name: _________________________________________________________  
Address: _______________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________  
Institutional affiliation (if any): ______________________________________  
Phone: _________________________________________________________  
Email: _________________________________________________________  
 
Payment Options: Check: Make checks (US or Canadian only) payable to AILACT  
Credit Card Payment: Please deduct US $10 from  
Credit Card: __Visa __MasterCard  
Account Number: ________ ________ _______ _____________  
Expiration Date: _________________ CVC code_______________  
 
PayPal: log in to your account and send the payment to Don Hatcher’s email address 
(dhatcher@bakeru.edu). PayPal will indicate that your payment is to AILACT.  
 
New members: To complete the process of becoming a member of AILACT, you will need to 
register on AILACT’s password-protected Member Area website: https://forum.ailact.org. Click 
on “Register” and complete the listed fields: your first name, your last name, your email address, 
your user name (which you make up; don't use your email address), your password (which you 
make up), and "repeat password". Click on “Register.” When you have registered, send an email 
to derekallen@trinity.utoronto.ca saying that you have done so. He will validate your registration 
and send you instructions for entering a profile for yourself on the site.  
 
Mail to: Donald Hatcher, AILACT Treasurer, Department of Philosophy, Baker University, Baldwin 
City, KS 66006 USA. Email: dhatcher@bakeru.edu 


